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Mobile-Friendly Design Essentials - A 
Cheat Sheet for Your Website 

 

Introduction: 

With the majority of internet users browsing on mobile devices, ensuring your website is 
mobile-friendly is no longer optional, it's essential. This cheat sheet provides the core 
principles for designing a website that provides an optimal experience on all devices. 

Mobile-Friendly Design Essentials: 

1.​ Responsive Design: 

◦​ What it is: Designing your website to adapt to different screen sizes and 
devices. 

◦​ Why it matters: It provides a consistent user experience across all 
devices. 

◦​ How to do it: 

▪​ Use a responsive framework or theme. 

▪​ Use flexible grids and fluid layouts. 

▪​ Use tools in your CMS to apply styles to different screen sizes. 

▪​ Test thoroughly on various mobile devices and screen sizes. 

2.​ Mobile Navigation: 

◦​ What it is: Creating clear and easy-to-use navigation for mobile devices. 

◦​ Why it matters: Mobile menus are often hidden or harder to use, causing 
a lot of frustration. 
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◦​ How to do it: 

▪​ Use a hamburger menu icon (three horizontal lines), as this is a 
common mobile menu icon. 

▪​ Keep the menu concise, with only the essential navigation items. 

▪​ Make sure the menu is easy to access with the user's thumb, and is 
not tucked in a corner. 

▪​ Consider using an off-canvas menu that slides in from the side. 

▪​ Use a dropdown style of menu that is clear, and easy to use. 

3.​ Touch Targets: 

◦​ What it is: Making sure that interactive elements (buttons, links) are large 
enough and spaced far enough apart for easy tapping. 

◦​ Why it matters: Small touch targets can be frustrating and lead to 
accidental taps. 

◦​ How to do it: 

▪​ Ensure tappable elements are at least 44x44 pixels in size. 

▪​ Add sufficient spacing around tappable elements to avoid 
accidental interactions. 

▪​ Avoid placing multiple tappable elements in a very small area. 

4.​ Image Optimization for Mobile: 

◦​ What it is: Optimizing your images to load quickly on mobile devices. 

◦​ Why it matters: Large images cause a very poor experience on a mobile 
device, especially with a slow mobile connection. 

◦​ How to do it: 

▪​ Use image compression tools like TinyPNG, Squoosh, or Shutter 
Encoder to reduce file sizes. 

▪​ Use responsive images that scale to fit different screen sizes. 

▪​ Use modern image formats (like WebP and AVIF) where possible. 

▪​ Use a lazy loading technique to only load images as the user 
scrolls down the page. 
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5.​ Mobile Speed: 

◦​ What it is: Optimizing your website to load quickly on mobile devices. 

◦​ Why it matters: Slow loading mobile websites can frustrate mobile users. 

◦​ How to do it: 

▪​ Optimize images, minify assets, and utilize browser caching. 

▪​ Use a CDN to deliver your content from servers which are 
geographically closer to your audience 

▪​ Use a mobile specific theme, if your website platform allows for it. 

▪​ Use Google's page speed insights to find bottlenecks. 

Why Mobile-Friendly Design is Essential: 

•​ Large Audience Reach: A significant portion of your audience is likely browsing 
on mobile. 

•​ Improved User Experience: A mobile-friendly website provides a great 
experience for everyone, regardless of how they view your website. 

•​ Higher Search Rankings: Search engines like Google give priority to 
mobile-friendly websites in search results. 

•​ Increased Conversions: Mobile-friendly websites provide a better experience, 
and therefore more sales or leads. 
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Need help making your website mobile-friendly? 
Contact us for a free consultation! 
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